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ARENA CONSTRUCTION
RENOVATIONS

REPAIRS
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

 Replacement Windows Starting at
$175.00

815-243-2924

Ken Becker
Broker - GRI, CRS, CRB
Closed Over 100 Million Dollars

1720 Rural St. • Rockford, IL 61107

E-Mail: KBecker39@aol.com

Residential   Investments   Commercial Office (815) 399-8000
Eves. (815) 226-4800
Cell. (815) 670-3300
Fax (815) 399-7733

REALTORS®

Becker

Proud Member:
Rockford Areal Chamber of Commerce

National Pest Management Assoc.
National Wildlife Control Operators Assoc.

Licensed & Certified IDPH 
 

Visa / MC / Discover Accepted

General Insect, Rodent & Animal Removal  
(Bats, Squirrels, Raccoons, Opossum, Birds & most everything else)
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RAA 2010-2011 Board Members

President / IRPOA Rep
			   Paul Arena		  815-243-2924

Vice President	 Tim Hoffman		  815 988-4004 
Secretary 		  Pete Sukniach		  815 332-9463

Treasurer		  Mike Cavataio		  815-397-3320

Nominating Com.	 Ken Becker		  815 399-8000

Legal Issues		  Tom Wartowski		  815 978-1572

Advertising		  Jim Merrick		  815-222-7423

Bus. Forms		  Ken Hagemeyer		  815-519-5583

Membership		  Vince Miosi		  815-877-3272

Programs Director	 Karl Fauerbach		  815-877-6077

Programs/Public Relations 
			   Rick Davis		  815 690-5288

Newsletter Editor	 Tim Jensen		  815 558-4663

Web Site 		  Steve Lantow 		  815-633-9967

Legal Counsel	 Tom Wartowski		  815 978-1572

ADVERTISING
The Rock River Times   		  815-964-9767

Frank Schier

CONCRETE
J & J Cement    			   815-519-4795

Jeremy Hartsfield

HARD WARE
Nicholson Hardware   		  815-963-4821

1131 Second Avenue

LAUNDRY FACILIT Y LEASING
Great Lakes Commercial Sales	800-236-5599

Bill White   262-790-5885
www.greatlakeslaundry.com

Coin Appliances Inc.   800-242-5453
Geoffrey Erdman, gerdman@bizwi.rr.com
www.coinappliances.com

PROCESS SER VER
Suburban Patrol  		  815- 961-8100

616 South 6th Street

REAL ESTATE
Ken Becker Realtors   		  815-399-8000

1720 Rural St.  
eves 815-226-4800   cell 815-670-3300

RENTALS—RESIDENTIAL
Rockford Area Renter’s Guide   	815-964-6700

Free to tenants

SER VICES
Northern IL Sewer Service, Inc.	 815-229-1174

Industrial–Residential–Commercial,  Doug M. Rogers

Universal Restoration		  877-496-6699
Complete Structural Repair

WINDOWS
Window World			   815 399-1333

Rockford Apartment Association Code of Ethics
We, the members of the RAA, recognizing our duty to the public and the 
intimate nature of the relationship between the apartment resident and 
the owner, or manager, and being aware of the vastly increasing role of the 
apartment industry in providing the home of the future, and in order to 
provide the apartment-residing public with the maximum in quality and 
service upon the highest standards of honest and integrity, do hereby bind 
ourselves, with each and every member, together and alone, agreeing that, 
so long as we remain members of the RAA and so long as nothing con-
tained herein shall be unlawful, we shall:

1.  Promote, employ and maintain a high standard of integrity in the per-
formance of all rental obligations and services in the operation of our 
apartment communities.

2.  Maintain and operate our apartment communities in accordance with 
fair and honorable standards of competition, ever mindful of the pur-
poses of the Rockford Apartment Association and in compliance with 
the bylaws thereof.

3.  Strive continually to promote the education and fraternity of the mem-
bership and to promote the progress and dignity of the apartment in-
dustry in creating a better image of itself in order that the public may be 
better served.

4.  Seek to provide better values, so that an even greater share of the public 
may enjoy the many benefits of apartment living.

5.  Establish high ethical standards of conduct within the apartment in-
dustry in the business relationship between the owner, managers and 
suppliers of products and services to the apartment industry.

6.  Maintain property standards of the appropriate governmental authority.
7.  Ensure that every qualified individual, regardless of that individual’s race, 

color, religion, gender, disability, familial status or national origin is af-
forded the same opportunity to rent an apartment and enjoy the ben-
efits of apartment living.

Financial statement available upon request to members in good standing.
The content and opinions expressed in the RAA newsletter do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of, nor are they necessarily endorsed by, the Rock-
ford Apartment Association or its board.

10) Good curb appeal and landscaping is important.

11) Yes, there is less traffic. I do 2 things that work. don’t 
paint the inside of the unit any form of white except 
trim or natural woodwork. I paint either Yellows/
tans/some light browns. People are tired of white! 
I also offer either a 1 year rental insurance $250.00 
good only for that year and only for that residence.

12) Don’t let the talk of the “economy” scare you. Every 
single person looking to rent is not on hard times. 
Everyone isn’t in a money crunch. Be firm and don’t 
go into the poor house for a stranger. I’ve learned: 
#1) Quality over quantity so don’t be afraid to be 
firm on your price, of course making sure you’re 
competitive with the area prices. #2) Be profes-
sional. Very professional, not personal when dealing 
with each interested person. #3) Regardless of the 
economy and the story they tell you, be thorough 
with your background, reference, and financial 
checks. Treat everyone as a potential Home Owner, 
not just a renter. #4) If one has a shaky rental histo-
ry when you meet them, chances are you’ll be their 
next episode. Be patient and get who you want. It’s 
so tough to get rid of a bad tenant.

LEASE CLAUSE TO INCLUDE IF YOU OFFER  
MOVE-IN SPECIALS
While the economy is affecting how landlords are cur-
rently advertising their properties for rent, many are 
offering move-in specials which give a discount off of 
the first month’s rent and in some cases even up to two 
months free rent. To help protect the landlord’s inter-
est, the following sample rental clause is suggested to 
include in your lease when offering a Move-In Special. 

MOVE-IN SPECIAL: If the resident was offered 
a move-in special which included a discount off 
the first and/or second month’s rent, but the lease 
terms are not completely fulfilled during the first 
year, the resident will be held responsible for the 
initial discount given and the amount will be 
charged back to the resident’s account.

ONE LEASE CLAUSE WORTH NEARLY $3,000
“Early Lease Termination Fee $_______. Resident may 
pay this one time fee to be released from the remain-
ing months of their lease.” 

Does this clause work all the time - no - but it only 
takes a few cases to put money in your pocket. (We set 
the amount of the Early Lease Termination fee, ELT, at 
just a little more than a month’s rent). Last week, two 
residents called and said, “I got transferred (other laid 
off), so I’d like to pay that one time lease termination 
fee so I can move.” 

One resident paid $675 (equivalent of one more 
month’s rent) plus $795 for a total of $1470 free and 
clear. A second resident paid the equivalent of one 
more month’s rent AND paid the ELT fee of $770 for 
a total of another $1420.. Thus, by adding the lease 
clause, one landlord received nearly $3,000 that he 
may not have received otherwise.

Sometimes I just LOVE this business! Try it! Abso-
lutely NOTHING to lose. Take a minute to copy / print 
/ paste this clause  to a sheet of paper and add it to 
your lease. Happy Landlording!

IF RENT HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED,  
SEND NOTICES NOW!  
On the 4th of this month, I have received rents from 
my seniors who paid on the third so the last timely 
rent payments have gone in the bank. Here is where I 
play my broken record to all landlords reading this. If 
your rent was due in on the 1st or 3rd and you haven’t 
yet seen the rent money and you haven’t yet served a 
pay or quit - what are you waiting for? Every month 
we will get up to three weeks into the month and 
landlords start complaining that their rent hasn’t been 
paid and what do they do. So before you ask. I will tell 
you now. Don’t wait two weeks or two months. Serve 
notice now! Maybe it will get your tenant off their 
behinds and get your rent paid. And if not you are one 
week closer to getting them out. So get those notices 
served today. Remember that the courts are closed over 
the holidays. Get moving now or you will be looking 
at sometime in January (or later) before you can get 
non-paying tenants out!

These tips are shared on MrLandlord.com website and 
in the Mr. Landlord newsletter from website contributors, 
Jeffrey Taylor (founder) and real estate authors featured 
on the site. To receive a free sample of the Mr. Landlord 
newsletter, call 1-800-950-2250 or visit their informative 
website at MrLandlord.com, and learn how you can receive 
a free landlording book.

  Talking Real Estate 

   with Tim and Tim 

Every other Monday 9:35 - 10 A.M.   

Call in with your questions!
815-874-8255

815-399-1333

www.RockfordApartmentAssociation.org 

1-800-RAA-6676

PO Box 2502, Loves Park, IL



January Meeting

Monday, January 18, at 7 P.M.

Guest Speaker Karen Bell from The Rockford Apartment Association
Getting an abatement on your property tax bill

RAA rental forms for members only
Forms are available at the following locations.  Please call  

in advance to be sure someone will be available to help you.

RAA Meetings 6776 E. State St. 1-800-RAA-6676

Hurd Properties II LLC 124 Water Street 
Suite 204

1-815-519-5583

State Line Rentals 7210 E. State Street 
Suite 002 (LL)

1-815-398-8886

Terra Creek Apartments 375 Bienterra Trail 1-815-397-3320

Come to the meeting!   

 Join and save! 

Free to RAA members  

$15 non-members  

Rockford Area  
Association Of Realtors 

6776 East State Street

Rockford, IL




